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Roy teaching
students about
nature in a

butterfly garden -
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The Butterﬂy Brtgade of Kolkata

A wildlife enthusiast and his nature conservation group are on a mission to turn
the City of Joy into the City of Butterflies By VENKATA SUSMITA BISWAS

rjan Basu Rov has a
dream—to turn the
ity of Joy into the
City of Butterflies. Luck-
ily for Kolkata, it hosts at
least a hundred butterfly
species. Roy and his band
of nature lovers are on
a mission to transform,
restore and conserve the
disappearing urban wild-
life in the city. As secre-
tary of Nature Mates, one
of Kolkata's foremost na-
ture conservationgroups,
Roy has overseen mul-
tiple conservation proj-
ects, the most prominent
of them being Banobitan,
India's first open air but-
terfly garden.

MWature Mates was for-
mally launched in 2006,
but it started much ear-
lier in 1993 when wild-
life enthusiast Rov and
his schoolmates set up a
WWF Nature Clubin their
school to pursue their in-
terest in wildlife. As part
of the school’s nature
club activities, Roy and
his friends participated in
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find it here, in my city,
around me. It was then
that T started following
urban wildlife,” he says.
The club works in tan-
dem with the West Ben-
gal Forest Department in
conservation activities, "A
healthy butterfly popula-
tion is an indicator of bio-
diversity, They are the
best pollinators; birds,
lizards and frogs feed
on them, so consery-
ing butterflies will give
opportunity for an en-
tire spectrum of other
species to thrive,”
says Roy. “This
biodiversity can
be initiated by
everyone, Any
area can be
transformed
into a
butter-
fly hab-
itat—a
sprawling
garden, a
front yard,
a terrace or

even a balcony.
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Roy believes that affir-
mative action to preserve
nature makes a bigger
difference than protest-
ing or criticising wrong-
doings. According to him,
token gestures of plant-
ing saplings when a tree
is uprooted to make way
for construction
amount tovery
little in the
big scheme
of nature.
“We offer
assistance
to build-

ers in relocating trees
that would otherwise
have been uprooted and
replaced by five saplings
elsewhere,” he explains.
Nature Mates addresses a
wide spectrum of conser-
vation activities, including
animal rescue, restoring
endangered animal spe-
cies, cleaning wetlands
around Kolkata, working
with the forest depart-
ment to set up butterfly
gardens, wildlife surveys,
installing bird nests, ete.
One of the key contri-
butions of Nature Mates
is the research the group
undertakes on biodiver-
gity, wildlife conserva-
tion. “We present the
data in the form of usable
information to guide
people. This informa-
tion is made available in
English and Bengali to
ensure even rural com-
munities can make use
of it,” he says.
Over the years, Roy
has noticed a change in
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and wildlife monitoring.
Growing up with financial
constraints meant that
Rov could not visit wild-
life reserves, nature parks
or forests as a child. “That
was when I realised that I
did not haveto goto a for-
est to see wildlife. T could

http://epaper.newindianexpress.com/c/9734862?show=print

I IAVEILE, LMLy =

friendly plants

in a home or
garden will
augur these
colourful
biodiversity
agents.”

Arjan Basu Roy
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urban wildlife, “but it is
very slow, much slower
than needed”. To aug-
ment this progress, Rov

and his team are continu-
ing their mission to im-
prove biodiversity in Kol-
kata, one butterfly garden
ata time.
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